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=e a Sa maat 
The old ‘Let’ 6 ditch the peeiaeter ARRA 
debate rages on, and there's news 
about Amstrad Action’s new on- 
sale date. 


(nn 


All the company names, phone 
numbers and addresses you could 
ever want... 

Fed up of Huorescent soOns, cheap ‘n’ 
ls your collection of Amstrad ink ~.eee 74 ornaments? Wel, check out our guide 
Actions missing that one essential | : *, : a he ultimate CPC software and 
issue? Well, you know what to do, —— 5 <& } ‘dware - we guarantee you'll have a 
don't you? Yep, trip along to the , . OL “a happy New Year! 

Back Issues page and get yourself y 
a bargain! 


8 oct Mode 20 Review: 
: with more POKEs thanthe = =  MiegaBlasters 


average pig, these pages are ; 
the place to be for all would- This huge, playable Super 
OG Bomberman clone receives the full 
game ; ; ; 
review treatment this month. 
Don't mise it 


15 Interview: i 
18 Reviews: 


WACCI Talk & <r ee 

David Crookes talks to | >. i Pu b i¢ im age 
WACCI's new controller Paul CM 7c. More Public Domain reviews than you 
Dwerryhouse, and discovers (— \<S@.- can shake an extremely large stick at, 
why the group is still going _ ‘Ss plus the future of Europe's Public 
strong after eight years. = Domain scene, K's all here! 


. cant: OTS Ome ae pe 


Check out ' wi hats  Giegran. Min 


j Tt +" of y ch fe 7 bs ' 


ie. eM <0) flab laptghalaatis 

E 7 | @ ett ha — 08 Je of all ‘lian Try to fied the owe | 
covertape... tad, Ae Hiroe  —_conceated beneath the tlles without 
D.E.S. | mere ese eerte whe ecg praia io 
B This mi the M eer — uses a PC as well 

” tte = ewer cre | Bp as a CPC, you're 

to Windows! paentrin em = 90ing to love this 

i program, because DOS Copy makes 


Eee taken | f _ {ae | ¥ asi ee nanitey Hine between the TURN i 
- low! Fé oR FULL 


mors See rat D ETAI LS 





Reel fun! 
| thought | would write concerning the article in 
issue 109 about ‘getting shot of the covertape.’ 
|, for one, would be giad if you kept the 
covertape, as | enjoy many great hours playing 
the games and learning from the software on 
each tape. 

ima relatively new reader of AA (since 
April this year) - |! didn't know there was an 
Amstrad magazine available before that. | 
think its a vary good mag, and am pleased 


days of trying every 
method I've ever 
heard of. Why 

mess around with 
tried and trusted 
methods of disc 
transfer? 

FR Plumb, Hayes 


Wops, sorry about that, 


B. [ne reason the ase 


LETTERS 







| Karen 


Slimfast plan 

f Oh dear. Amstrad Action 110. Smaller 
again. And what has happened to the 

f quality of the paper on the cover? You 
try getting the tape off without ripping it. 

Its a shame to see AA go this way, 


— Es, 7 - 
that someone is still writing about the old poe i ae a ye ee especially when features like the education one 
faithful Amstrad. , ef | : is F ne _ j : start to make an appearance. lt shows the CPC 
Mr 6 Stant, Moreton- in-Marsh ‘ : fi ai es i : } f ! a ; ; ae ia 4 still has a place in a world stuffed full of 

f a | , Sy SEE | overpriced consoles and PCs. Good stuff! 

Ah. ves. If you recall. there was due to be a phone-in mal Hse aioe . wee ae Pity the adventure column is so stuck ina 
|  Septemoer, YOU KNOW, Tie © ers ee a i apne Tack rut, though. If the magazine is supposed to be 
pepe IPPOSEG 10 | Wik daria padne pein: eet ) aie hese ‘leaner and meaner’ get rid of boxes that say 
Out whether ine CoOverta NG Stay OF gO i the same thing every month and put in some 
: tof you found out, there was nobody manning, reviews of newer adventures. They do exist, 
phones that day bout that. Themxup Make a date you know. 
ul nhac Move : ; Why does every issue of Amstrad Action seem Andy Grey, Sevenoaks 
! ne, and | SON hadnt t i ned to come out later and later each month? At this 
n Me recers we ve re dso fa rate, it'll soon go on sale in the month it says fou think the number of page 
(Com ; that t ant get BM on the cover! you Seen the number of staf 
cies soci e that you want the tape = Pete Simmons, Doncaster Seriously, the mag 
to Stay. But mi app ne State forme hn ter 4 
of the tape. as th ett Karen Ore apologie rary rT 
nyse i here’ [he trouble all started | i | a] 
Soe Ine previous @ditor, decided to leave. He was a bi rot HW SURRBES| t 
No-go Turbo! saci alec, Yous <a Wnts fae 1k Sele Zoe © atoll Makin would 6 
The tape, which used to be quite good with its was all out of chimps during September). Seriously features (The Exa 
easy-to-use menu for transferring the contents iIndugh, there was a penod betw ve's leaving Mod tat 
to disc, is now useless. The last three did not ind my joming. This meant it was a bit of struggle tr ' tur 
even come up (Eh? = Karen} and Turbo The get AA out for a while, which subsequently meant us know — then we (vr 
Tortoise wouldn't transfer at all, even after two few issues went on sale very late. But now I'm here map you want! Karen AA, 


Alas poor Oric... 
I've been reading your mag for a few 
months now, and generally find it to be 
very good (Generally? - Karen). that’s long 
However, you seem to have been dead, mate. 
suffering from delusions of grandeur ane 
recently, and have been making some ( 


sound facilities and a form of BASIC that 
= 4 is far better than the 64. Are you getting 
"agg ] the picture yet? 
lida Please stop writing such puerile 
parbage and get on with writing about 
the Amstrad. 
Steve Marshall, Edinburgh 


Ve Oric? Nah, 


very unwelcome comments. 

Many of the people who still use their 
&-bit computers are enthusiasts and own 
more than one make of machine. Dave's 
attempts to relate computers to pop 
Eroups was most offensive. If you'd said 
the Spectrum was the Beatles, then it 
might have been fair to compare the Oric to the 

| Monkees. The attempted comparisons in the 
mag were, however, widely inaccurate and 
another miserable attempt to make the CPC 
appear to have more prestige. 

You just don't realise that a lot of us were 
around when the whole computer thing was 
taking off (it did not start in 1985). It would be 
nice if you could give other machines the credit 
they deserve. 

Sinclair's machines brought computers into 
the home. Oric was largely responsible for the 


i oe PH Oh, come on. Of course we champion the 
' ( . i‘ i \ Amstrad. This is Amstrad Action, after all, 

4 Having said that, though, | should pont out 
that the comments made about the other 
machines were intended to be tongue-n- 

cheek — and, let's face it, were never exactly slow to 
take the mickey out of Amstrad and CPCs as well. 
Loosen up, Steve — we do love the 8-bits, even the 
More obscure Makes. 

We also acknowledge the part they played in the 
home micro revolution. But you have to admit that 
some were bigger players than others — the 
Spectrum certainly deserves its place in the history 
books, But the Oric? Hmm, not convmeced about that 
one. Yes, ts keyboard's scrummy, but it was hardly 
revclutionary material, Anybody know how many 
were sold? Have you got enough fingers to count 
them? Karen 


price war. Commodore and Atari introduced 
better graphics. It was only after the other 
manufacturers had set the standards that 
Amstrad introduced their home computers. 

l own both a 464 and 664 and find them 
both to be very good machines. They have 29 
colours, which is very nice. My Oric Atmos only 
has eight, but it has the best 005 | have ever 
seen on an 8-bit and has a better keyboard 
than most. My Einstein (the first home 
computer to have an internal drive) runs 
extremely fast, has loads of ports and can run 
BBC BASIC. The Commodore 128 has great 
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PD Libraries 
Basic PD 


"| 3 Beacon Lane, Whipten, Exeter, 
how causetieiy iivary. 15p per eke of C15 
tape (950 f you don't prowede o tape) 


Colrob PD ) 
-*. ® Aviemere Reed, Homilagten, 


New lapeonty PO arary 


Bemon 
© €3 Overtes Geese, Hall Green, 
3554 discs avedohie, 


Image PD 
Ts 
Also prowdes a digeising serece 


Jamo 
DT O676 333467 
Abwodtade pelechon coets the came a} onecuder 


PD Fun 

.* Belly Ferm, Cold Ashton, 
Chippenham, Wilts, SN14 GR 
A poicy of ho varus 1oltware 


©. 16 Feisty Cleese, Blockbern, Lance, 
S82 ITU 


= 0254 580901 
Famzimes 

Amszine 

* Geyphea, Leneside Road, New Mills, 
Wie Steckpert, £K 12 41U 

T 0663 744863 


The Eliminator 
eee ee ee ee 
Yorkshire TO4 6@J 


cPc Undercover 


.*) OF Teimingham Drive, 
Srandlosholme, Bury, Lancethire 

A techy fmnded fanzine thats aso on he toon 
out for withers 


User Groups 


tT 0229 934301 
be AArecommended user proup 


Waccl 
T 0602 7251068 
Theyre tah ct an & ih 


qopeondont 
serpeon 
Compan es 


wil tee ar O41 554 4735 
You mare it, they co i, realy 


11) Viesrage View, Redditch, Wer, 
no; 4RF 

Sele Qubnost is now £2.99 on tape and £4.99 
on diec, Pinas send an SAE 


T 61649.711-4201¢020 
Responsible for sap ‘T° Gails and the excebert 
Soundh ahker or ogra 


Quantum Computing 

rector. Mot Gulla, would like fo share hi OOM 
arty S iw adres wilh you af i: | Pembroe 
ee a ae 24 2uT 

SD Mi 

T oF60 720381 

Seer asts wi aus -) about every band of busier 
Eo soe CoO were 


T O81) S'Té 7TO32 
Suppers of sttected 57S ities and a how orga 


prockec*s 


Siren Softwore 
T O61 724 7S72 


Hardware 
Datel + oraa TaaTo7 

The place to go for rece, pres, memory 
expe, al thal sort of stuff, 


Microform Fax: o772 703131 
Orves, upgrades, disks — a sorts of stuf 


WAVE tT O229 820100 
Suppliers of atisa good sturl 


Sottwy | ore 
Paty -)-jif-7 
OJ Software tc 0157 poly 


Fast trendy senace, the ad says Ard i's ty 
An oe ia bi ile virely Of SOrthware | a aii 


al O828 BP11G1 
robaidy the targest selection of CPt 
fee i ee eae ue oe 


$T5S 

(*) 298 Helton Bead, Top Floor, Barry, 
fourth Wales CF6 GHW 

They're back — and sealing SoftLok at i499 


Tronics North 


tT 610 6177 253 Fed 
* FO Bon 7419, Gerbeut?, Queensland 
Australia, 4814, 


The langest sunpber of software and CPC bas 
n’ peeces in the southern hemisphere. 


Meail Order 
Trading Post = 0952 4621435 


Caste canoty the beraecs! 


Trojan tT 0554 777003 


Great for cartridge and bghigun Stull 
Wierd Games t 0723 376506 
Games on every utiagnnable format. 


af rescle 


software for 


iis 

-) £7 .§ > Railway Road, Leigh, 
Lancashire WNT 4AA. 

T O42 272618066 


ADVANCED COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


0850 870255 (9-5 Mon-Fri) (Mail Order Only] 


UNIVERSAL BUSINESS CENTRE, ALBRIGHT IND. EST. FERRY LANE, RAINHAM, ESSEX RM13 9BU. 
“WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE LIMITED SUPPLIES ONLY* 


VM STRIKES BACK 


Please give at least 2 alternatives so as not to be disappointed 


MULTTFIAGAS = Lente 


ROD PIRES HORROR: DACULA 


GO CRAZY: DES 
SOLID GOLD: GAUN 


SUPREME CHALLENGE: SENTINEL 
GRAND PRIX SELECTION: SUPER RL'S 














HYPERSPORTS 
INTERNATIONA 
NEMESIS 

MATCDIAT 2 

WAR IN MIDDLE EARTH 
PRO-GOLF SIMULATOR 


BOOM 


“ANY FAIRLIGHT 


HAMMERFIS 
GALAXY FORC 


AUF WEIDERSEHN MONT. 61-0 Eee * FIGHTING SOCCER 
MASK 1 : 

DRAG HIN 'S LAIR aS ke fh 00) 7 |] bef Wii bk 
DRACHOIA'S LAIR I] ey by é 1 AC ii YN rr RI 


HAMMES IST 


Sit 7 [IE 
BLASTEROML 


LDOVANCED TACTICAL FIGHTER 





POR 410-00 | 
- POS £1400 
" - FOE bl 4th ! ROE AO 


2 POA £1 2-0 


4 LTT ul iit J J LR 4 2 POR £10400 ot Lo li ; uM i 2 ROR i) 20h 
P&P ADD SOP PER ITEM, £1 PER JOYSTICK. OVER £10-00 ON SOFTWARE FREE. CHEQUES &.| STAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO S.A. SAUTHA 


* FREE GAME WITH EVERY £10-00 SPENT * 





AMSTRAD ACTION 


COVERTAPE 5 


i | 
7 J i 7 aif f , \ | & | 





yever, yOu Can Sut By Fraggle of mops 
By Michoe! Beckott for inle way to run progran thy ne of the ft flor fri 
Campursoft bc eee ee ee ne LNCnaeneed Kine i 





rir rT i \ ri mili i ma ieee i hi te | | a a me , eee Pee . a 
| i i mi WT | mouter in eiht-byaot rT ave (ru t have b on Fong qui th 


| q | mt || i 1 | | i i 1 ‘ i ins T ve 


npursott, The first tl é sh ines and thee usr wil a what else coul { explain the strange 


| his os | the same (your cou ters statement that there are no more disc 


aie 


left? Able» « has an ample supply of | 


= - net dw , a oe i re 4 
during his last few months 7 


lias ak ee eee A ee a ae 
docs; a | if you | amt 2 dl Cc VETrnon oT 
ne 


& month's cove tape | imply cut out 
| el th ) COUpO 1 be WYN ch ap sibel) 


rova frp ree 


= Pe ——— eS ee 
ep i nt) 1 w ith yo ir ray Fr hel 


By Andreas Stroicrok 
, fe eas 


address and | cheq ue or postal order 


for £2 mac al o oun t to Ablen - Audio Video, 


Hon ee nd the whole lot to 


AAI11 Dise Offor, 
| vi , Able x Audio Video, 
flan ware wi Harcourt, # clostiold 14 
TeHor rd, Shire pshire TE? 40D 





j a chs geeliy " rr yerflow as wel Hf you're after discs for AA1O9 and 

= ol 5 ot ell Curis i 

tara ‘i A f ij " y ' ‘if ume tie i : AAL! 10: end the ai) FE: af n sropriat coupor to 
‘ ‘ rs ee 4 vevs. The menu (SPACE to start the address above = but alter the first 


| a0 Ta to AA) 09 o ii r Auf it Li Uy. 


“rola ‘i | : iy rl Py Wh 








i Loading fh roub ies: 
3. Aer gfe ell pe one of the most popular games on computers Wo make the greatest « aiid tae 
, = ste] Ge fet ts ys | worldwide, It's easy to see why ~ it’s one of those a as tase tals Innciial cies it 
By hace Schroeder infuriatingly simple and addictive little ideas that'll keep igenlren secede 4 SAE ’ r Pe TY: BX a | 
This is an absolutely excellent German PD Breakout you thinking for hours,’ vis saduipad eal heat ST eaee 
me bame. The aim is the same as in every other Breakout — = You start off by selecting one of three differently 5 pitts ‘ory ae sapbes oo hese 
game ~ batter down the wall by bouncing a ball off your _sized grids. These grids are made up of tiles that | pararey Rauige serch all 
bat, which you can move left and right. conceal either a bomb or nothing at all, Your aim is to 1S Oe enh 
1 There are a few differences, though. For instance, put a bomb marker on top of all the tiles concealing a 
| this particular version contains tons of fun power-ups, nomb, while uncovering ail the tiles with nothing 
40 ievels. and a level designer - which enables you to underneath - without getting blown up in the process, 
— load and save your levels for future use - and all in all, The only way you have of knowing what's where is 
a it's as good as any commercial clone you'll See, by fooking at the tes with nothing underneath - - they 
Breakdown requires a joystick, contain a number that shows haw many of the adjacent 
é | tiles are hiding bombs, — 
_ r Use the arrow keys to move Jour cursor, press 
Minesweeper COPY to mark a tile with a bomb symbol, and press 
By Richard Fairhurst ENTER or SPACE to uncover a tile. Do it as quickly as. 
Since Microsoft included it with their Windows graphical you can and you might get on the high-score table. But 
operating system for PCs, Minesweeper has become be warmed: uncover a bomb and it's game over! 








our covertape se work property, but if 
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“UNBEATABLE 
PRICE!! 


OW ONLY 


8 This Amstrad Mouse is a high resolution two button mouse featuring 
optical counting, teflon guides, microswitches, rubber coated ball and high 
quality interface. 

8 When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio this graphics package is ¢ 
simply the best system availdble. The features are unmatched... 

a Creamy an image - shrink it, expand it, move it, rotate it, copy it, colour it, eh 

patterns or shades, make elastic lines - stretch and manipulate shapes. 
















MOUSE MAT 














E odie to add detail in fine mode. & Pulldown/Ilcon driven menus for ease of use Mi Sa ETRY ean man 
§ Mouse operation, plus joystick and keyboard control. WITH EACH PACKAGE 
8 16 pens, 8 sprays, 16 brushes - so flexible anyone can create superb graphics easily. i LOR HTD 
® Full cut and paste facilities plus excellent printer support. | / EOUIRED 


TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUDES MOUSE/ MOUSE MAT/HOLDEAR, ATTRACTIVELY ‘| 
STYLED INTERFACE AND OCP ADVANCED AAT STUDIO 


LC 100 —|_. || 8 PRINTER PACKAGE 


NOW YOU CAN PRINT OUT YOUR PICTURES IN FULL COLOUR! 

B® The Star LC TOO Colour Printer not only prints in Near Letter Quality for your requiar jobs but 
also prinis out your pctures from Ad Studio, etc., in fantastic colour! 

@ 1.C100is a fwi Centronics printer so it works with other computers (Armiga, ST, PC ete.) 

@ Made possible by Datel's | PACKAGE INCLUDES STAR LC100 COLOUR PRINTER AIRP £199.00 
unIQue Colour punter driver - CENTRONICS PRINTER LEAD RAP £12.99 


now you can have a hardcopy DATEL COLOUR PRINTER DARIVER SOFTWARE AAP £19.99 
inup to 16 coors! NORMALLY £231.98 


COMPLETE PACKAGE NOW ONLY E€199.00 








B No more to buy. 
COLOUR PRINTER DRIVER AVAILABLE SEPARATELY ONLY £19.99 


@ ii you alroady have an LC 10, C100 or LC200 Colour Printer we can supply the Driver 
Soparatoly 








@ Sinple plug in momory expanse g ves Instant! @xlra memory 


M@ Features bank swiching software fcr oasy use by the programmer o fer use 
a5 a data slorage areca 
@ ideal for use with the CPM 2.2 etc 


@ The sollware aso features sone extra BASIC commands 


- ——— 

| ar. l brings 464 up to CPC 6°28 me nory conhiqurabon = AF 
mahung a much Merger software base avulabe. Wo work sirugnt of | = ) : ) 
wih many orograms des qned for this unt (cluding OCP Art Stucho -see Ac.) EXPANSION 


@ Gans swiching done astonal cally by soltware (cassette 464) 








464+ NEEDS ADAPTOR (9.99) 












Pym teoltl-m@.p-4) m Send Cheques, Postal Orders or credit card details to: 
Re} ie] 3 eo feoem es mE. i = &3 DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD. 


oe 0782 744707 FENTON INDUSTRIAL 


TON IND! ee 
ss FAX 0782 744292 cE FENTON, STOKE-ON TRENT 








$T4 2R5, ENGLAND. 


fe ee gee ——— — Sw F Se —— a aa 


OR CALL AT OURLONDON SHOP:- DATEL ELECTRONICS 222 TOTTENHAM COURT RD, LONDON W1 TEL: 071 580 6460 





=" ISSUES 
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PRICE OF 22/ 
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. AAT? Covertage: Seymour Take One (aed garne) Plredord, 
BR) | Footbed Forecaster, Fonts. inside. The French Connection 
a GAC hater ial Rv You're Learning, Paperboy 2 
AATS _ rere h, | L 

- —_ i | 
AAT Comprise Mary Marg Mean 
AAS Covertape: Stryder and the Crypés of Trog.an | derma), 
Asaroty, Croco Magneto, Gani inade The mading of 
Sepa, bappers quade to word procedaiors Reverand: Titus 
The Fox, Soryier, 
AAS: Cowertape: Fortedaen Planet, fhe Adda F araty 
fies), Spenite Gerageer. ineede Fanzined, burpers’ guide to DTP 

oi, | + | i! i F | 
i” 

KART 


—_— | he Ct 





iP 7 y pa 4) | back issues SSSGCEC CESSES CESSZESS 
A& back iSSUCS .ccccccccccccccccce 
All extra issues.....add £1.50 for each 


Check out these crazy prices... 
VMAS) RAN [D)| 1 beack issue ...........cccccceee, 

[i S uC ONIN IN] zx 2 back issues .........cccccccoee. 

| 





AA ot 
aag7 a - ie © 7 
Aa ae 1 Ls 


AALO®Q: Cowertape: Qlte, inside: The Top 100 OPC prodects 
evor Ferwent Touchdown, Page Piubdligher 
AAIG) Covertape Exvadan, Home Accounts inside. The 





LNG ene 


Mit TOO AGT FOS 
cou WaRaUus 
Covi eta acho 


Fataat 





Sah rasan 
Hh ae 
i i oi ee i i 
Tt i aa uF 24 


HPL 
a yp a 


a TPL We 


FANTAS% 


AAS: Famous Five on a Treasure Leland, Noten, haere 
iradile: BD geri. Reviews: Hideous, Bruner ROM, 
Anas , ‘ i & = (i 
hie, tT | tp £ oes: 
AABS: Covertape: Glider Mider, anirmetian wtilities. beddec MID 
muse, Reviews: Wid Wee Sevymow, Reckless Rufus, 
AAS: Cowertape: Aowor, Paiman, MP ack, Pitot (very simpte 
programming language}. Inside: Dizzy, this is your life 
Reviews: Footbal’ Manager J, Super Seymour. 
AASS: Covertapo: Taonkbusters, Penguiis, JL-Copy (tape to 
isk utility). lnede: Videomaster, top CPC add-ons, Reweows: 
The Shee People. Crystal Kingdom Dizry, Robin Hood, 
AASS Covertape: Wriggher, Magic iOS, Superchars. inside 
The European demo scene. Reviews: fap tT Baits, Crazy Care 3 
and a whole lot more [ae they say]. 


WAG ¢ a — ie a, a oo ae 
7 ee | DP) Be aie 
Peaart ee ir the sth F oe 

ag] "wt. fe ian, | t |; 


r tC _ _ 5 w a.) iv ate. 7) 
AAS Covortape: Boolracker iminic programm], Syretai, 
Batieon Buster. inadde: Complote guide to data storage. 
Roviewt: Souadirakker, The Simpsons. 

AAG? Covertape: Racing Boxtorm, Mystical, Who's Afra OF 


complete guide to animation on the CPC, htherview with 
Radical Software, Evie Masterclass 

AALO® Covertape: Cybernoid 2. Graph Master, D-l*)<F =X, 
Inside: make some noe - your CPC's sonic capahilitind, The 
CPC world. Reviewed: DES = Deakion Envrornmeant System 
AALOS: Covertapé: Mobulis, Speech. Inside: capyiig doviced, 
Fart preview, Elmeott interview, low-cost printer review 
AALO: Caovertane: AA Toodkit, Uridtam, lvede: Fle review, 
the PD scone exposed, sports sien round-up, Basic hier, Home 
leecher and a@ the other usual stuff 

AALS: Covertane: Deterrence, Bomber. Feaic Lailited 
Inside: A complete guide to getting your CPC to communicate 
H#ith other computers, Magatlasters prewew 

AALOR Covortagpe: 2ynape. Spatig Back. iilde: The any 
way bo andenate your graphics, tho complete beginners’ guide 
te printers. Reviowas: Making Music. 

AALO?: Covertape: fan Warriors, Picaséo (art package] 
inside: The weirdest and mort poartinss cottware and hardware 
ever related far the CPL. Rewed: Masters of Space, 

AALS: Covortape: Fantasy World Dizry, RoutePianner demo 
(12h enly], Graph Phot. lmide: RovtePlansor reviewed, 
getting the most out of your Mutiiface 

AALO® Cevartape: Turbo The Tortoise, Crossword Compiler, 
Inakde: The dobt the litest range of computers and conpoalos 
owe to the CRC. Aeivows: Star Drivers, Black Jack 


WOR ETD 


The Balrog? Inaide: Sproaishoots and databases, setting wp a 
PO library, Super Cauidroa 





ae Cee EER amie ae 


AALIO: Covertapo: Crazy Cars J (complete game) & Dally 
Diary. neade: The complete guide to educational software, 
Public Ooonain latest. Review: Aho said thu 


é 


umsitrveadl Aetion Back Iisswes 


| Name 


| Address 


| Post code Phone No 

| Method of payment (please tick) 

| Access in Visa = Cheque ad PO al 
] Credit Card No | Expiry date | 
| 

| 


® Europe £2 @ Rest of the world £4 
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Another month rolls by and as Christmas approaches, one 





thought is common to all the people of the world: 


‘ARaahhhh! where did December come from?’ 





Some double 
dealing now, as 
Simon McDowell 
and David Henry 
put ther heads 
together to bring 
us these fips for 
Elite, 

Buy your cargo and select your planet. Exit 
space dock and press H to go into hyperspace, 
When you come out of hyperspace, press delete to 
pause the game and then press Fl to exit, 

Now make sure you don't have a tape deck 
plugged in, and go to load commander’. Select 
‘save commander’, then save the commander as 
spock. Now ext and start the game. If all's gone 
well, you'll be in the space dock at the planet tnat 
you selected. 





While loading this game, hold down the E, R, F, |, J 
and O keys and the border will change colour. Then 
start the game and hold down the CTRL, SHIFT and 
ESCAPE keys to open the side walls to the next 
level. That one was penned by Robert Knight from 
Quay Deeside, Chwd. 





Carl Thomas of Barry in South Glamorgan is my 
favourite friend at the minute. Why? Because he 
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plughole of lite 


Keeps sencing in cheats galore, that's why! Not 
content with multiface pokes, he’s also sert in some 
passwords ‘or the PD clone of Puzznic, Puzznix. 
Happy block shifting ! 


Levels 10-19 MATRIX 
Levels 20-29 HiTECH 
Levels 30-39 SHADOW 
Levels 40-49 ACTION 
Levels 5C+ TECHNO 





David O'Shea from 
County Cork in Ireland 
is a newcomer fo 
Cheat Mode, but with 


welcome to stay. His 
first effort is a 
comprehensive poke 
for that covertape blaster, Ikari Warnors. Cheers, 
David, don't get shy now — send some more in. 
JAAH 10-'-IKARI-WARRIORS:(Cover-Tape -4]) 
HAGI 20-'.C@heat -and-transfer 

DBOE 30:-': The: cheat -will-work:-on-both: 
tape-and diac-transfer 

GAJO 40-"-.By-David-0'Shea---1994 

AAME 50." 

LAHH 60-MODE-1:CALL-&BC02: 5YMBOL-AFTER- 
256:CALL:- &BB4E: 

MAID 70-15e(CHRS (15) +CHRS (3) +STRINGS (27, 
154) : PRINT -TAB(7)1§ 

QOAMG 

20. RESTORE :- 320;READ-a$:PEN-2: PRINT: 

TAS (7)a5:PRINT:- TAS(7)15 

CBGF 90-PEN-1:PRINT: FOR-ael-TO-3:READ 
-a$:PRINT-TAB(9)CHRS$(10)a);CHRS$(8)".-"as 
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1 MEXT 

GAEB 100-WHILE: INFEY§<>"" :WEND 

JADI 110-a=sVAL(INKEY$) :IF-a<1-OR-a>3 

«THEN: 110 

120+IF-a01-THEN: 380:ELSE:IF-a=2-THEN 

«2a0 

GAIL 130+LOCATE:1,4:PRINT:CHRS (20) 

PAAF 140-POR-ae1-TO-6:READ-a$:PRINT-TAB 

(9)CHRS (10)a;CHRS(8)".-"a$:NEXT 

150-y$=CHRS (15) +CHRS (2) +CHRS (1) +CHRS 

(6) :n$=CHRS (15) +CHRS (3) +CHRS (1)+CHRS 

(21) 

PAPC 

160+-DIM-c(5):FOR-ael-TO-5:LOCATE:-32, 

d+a*2:PRINT-n$:¢c(a)=<0:NEX2T 

GALB 170-WHILE- INKEY$<>"" :WEND 

JAEK 160-a0VAL(INREYS):IF-a¢cl-OR-a>6- 

THEN: 160 

EAAE i190-IF-a=06-THEN-220 

BBPM 

200+¢(a)=NOT-¢c(a) : LOCATE-32,4+a"2: IF 

-C(a)=a0-THEN-PRINT-n$:ELSE-PRINT-y$ 

CAPEK 210-GOTO:. 180 

DAOCO 215-’-Run-game 

PAFM 

220-MODE+-0: BORDER: 2;:0PENOUT’d" :HE 

©0799; LOAD" |ikari. bin" 

HANG 230-IF-c(1)=-1-THEN: PORE: &6520,&57 

HAOH 240-IF+-¢(2)=-1-+THEN: POKE-&6B98,&57 

HAIG 250-IF-¢c(3)=-1-+THEN: PORE-&6A38,618 

FAGA 260-IF-c(d)=-1-THEN-PORE-&1CA3,0: 

POKE-&1CAd,0 

LALA ares IF-¢(5)==-1-THEN-POKE-&6EAB, 
PORE -&692A, &6F 

IAGO 260-RESTORE-300:POR-a=20-TO-17: 

READ-as$ 

FALE 290-PORE-&FFDO0+a, VAL ("&"+a§) 1 

NEXT: CALL -&F FDO 

HAFC 300-DATA:£3,31,00,00,21,c0,12, 

11,00 

HAJO 310-DATA-01,01,00,508,e0,50,¢3, 

00,01 

PAFH 320-DATA-“IFARI «WARRIORS - - 

‘AA Tape-d1", *Transfer-to-disc” 

ABPA 330-DATA-"Play-game”, “Run-cheat”, 

*Infinite-bullete” 

GEMA 340-DATA-“Infinite-grenades”, 

“Invulnerablity”, “No-enemy- soldiers” 

IAFH 350-DATA-"255-lives”,“Play-game” 

FAHB 360-DATA:"Pleage- insert -AA: Tape 

«a1” 

NAPE 370-DATA:“and-a-disc-with-at-least 

36K - free” 
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CAP AL 
MAGA, 
PRINT +-aSCHRS (10) b5 


CBLEN J390-PRINT: PRINT-15:PEN-2: PRINT: TAB 


t/a*' = Transler - game 


- 
DS 3 


360 - RESTORE: 260:CLS:READ-a5,5 


(5)"Then-prege-any:-key":PRINT:- 15 

HAFI 400-PEN-1:WHILE- INFEY$<>"" : WEND 
LAOP 410-CALL:-&BB18: | TAPE: PRINT: PRINT” 
Lanai ag. . a 

420 OPERANT’ |d" : MEMORY: 4799; LOAD" 
likari.bin”,&12C0: (DISC 

OAT 430-RESTORE-460:PFOR-as0-TO-37: READ 
-a$: PORE -GBES0+a, VAL("s" 
EACT d4i)-NEXT: CALI: &BEBD 
ACM 
CAD: &BB 
HALE 
[AED ait 


4 a F Hae 


— 


AAP 


m5 ) 


-CLS 2 PRINT" Game: transferred], ”: 


Mi: Ril 


450 


DATA: 21,90, 0e,06,09, 


‘DATA-¢a,6¢,5¢,21,¢0, 12,11, 


Pat Sy ‘i a 


HACE 00. 3e,02.cd, 98. be 
[AIF 
52,49 


BAGH 


480-DATA-01,00, 


490 J LAT AA : ed i Ls f i bc i at at “a Diy 4 J r 


49,de 


mA 
= ey 
a | al 


*DATA:-2@,42, 








Unce agan Alex Cochrane 
i Wishaw does ws proud 
with another of his 
excelent Covertape 
HOR eS rhs tiene 
fynaps is the game 
that bites the bullet, 
£ 
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Pie WL Tey will! 


JAGH 10-'ZYNAPS:-AA-TAPE-40.CHEAT/ 
TRANSFER 

WARM 20: "A. COCHRANE: (PINCHED: FROM-,] - 
GIRVINS -SPACE-ACE- CHEAT } 

BARA J30-MODE-1:INK-0,0:BORDER-0O: 
26: INK-2, 24 

HBO 40-LOCATE-9,1:PEN-1:PRINT“ZYNAPS 
FR 


[NK- 1, 


-AA+ TRANSFER / CHEAT :PEN-2:LOCATE-9, 2: 
Th! tice ccc eee eee ee 

FREE. 
TRANSFER GAME: TO-DISc, 
i tPRINT*2.-DO-CHEAT.” 
FACM 60-AS$eINKEYS :WHILE-A§<>"" 
BANE 70:TF:As="1".THEN: 100 
EAFF 60:.IF -ASe"2" -THEN:- 160 
DAAL 390: WEND: Goro: 60 

GBOF 


50-LOCATE-5,5:PEN-3:PRINT*1. - 


":PEN-21LOCATE:5, 


100-PRINT"’ Insert :-tape-d0-into 
-drive” :PRINT*Ingert-destination:-digsc" 
AB LIM 

LLU-PRINT Preees - any - key -when-readcy" 
‘WHILE - INKEYS$="" ; WEND 

LAREDO 120+ |TAPE:OPENOUT a” : MEMORY -SEFF: 
LUOS EO Urt 

GAGF 130-LOAD"zynape2 .bin"” 

FAP] 140: | DISC: SAVE”"zynape2”,b,&F00 
G9100, 69000 

GAC) 


HBG 


150-SAVE"zynapa”: | BASIC 
L60-PEN-1:PRINT: PRINT: PRINT” load 
from: "CHRS (24) "T"* CHRS (24) "ADe@:or+"() Rs 
(24) "Dp" cCHRS$ (24) "iac" 

FAGH 170-WHILE-INKEYS«"" 

GAOQA i80-IF-INKEY (51) =0-THEN-210 

GALS L190: IPF: INKEY(61)2e0+THEN. 220 

FALA 200-WEND:GOTO-170 

CAJF 210-|TAPE 

JAFF 220-OPENOUT“a" 
CLOSEOUT 

GACC 230-LOAD’synapse2",&F00: 

KAKJ 240-INPUT“Do-cheat-Y/N";a$:a$= 


UPPERS (a$} 


t{MEMORY + GEFF : 


TABG zo) 
~£9000 
BAP 
BARE 2/0 
HANE 280 
JACH 
290+-READ: 
-&BESO 


HAF 
HAGH 
PARAS 


HAPD 


EAGT 


PAMD Jv: 


DABM 


FAGE 390: 


PRP ee 


PALA 4.0): 


FAGD 
FLAG 
49,44, 32, 
HA! =| 
FALD 450 
tal 
FARR 4/ 
KAJ 


‘ 


260. 


100 . 
HAHN 310: 
da) « 
330: 
340: 
FAPD 35: 


}«DATAaAE, 


€60 


sao. 


-IF-aSe"y" 


STF 
"2 IMAPS : HEA’: 


: THEN: 2/0: ELSE-CALI 


‘RESTORE - 320: etart «&BEs80 


a8: IF -as="dun" - THEN- CALL 


i ae 
Tha Ff + 


baVAL ("&" 


startestart+¢t 


‘invulnerability 
DATA« 3, 


+f inf. 


i> £ 
oy, De Tm | 


{ | 
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‘255+ lived 


1 # i = l 5 om 

-'no- bid + cudes 
ay If 
10, 44 

* fly I Aru ‘fc ene? i 


‘DATA: 30,87, 3a 


DATA: 30, ff,32,7e, 
DATA = 1. Cy, 41a : 19, 


pF aA, — & 


‘Aire-thru- scenery 


SATA = ie i td Fi re bt ai 4 8 


a 56 


60 


an fh 


,o2,48 


‘aliens -have-no-bulletsa 


PORE:- start, b 


(GOTO. 290 


‘DATA-21,37,¢c9,22,806,48 


FPABC 


B-doing! 
B-doing! 
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GAME TIPS 








Wf you've never typed in a listing from AA before, 
then reading the following blurb is a REALLY GOOD 
ee ee ee 

@ Basically, all you need to do is make sure you 

@® The first four letters are a code which work in 
conjunction with our unique and utterly excellent 
TypeChecker program below. 

@ Only press RETURN when you get to the end of 
a command line, ff a command line goes on to 
two lines do not press RETURW at the break in 
the line. 

® The dots you see in some lines (like the one 
between well and done in FRINT"Wel] -done") 
indicate spaces. The dots are there so that you 
don't have to guess how many spaces to put in 
when there are more than one. 


ypeChecker 

This program enables you to check whether 
you've typed AA listings in correctly. Type it in, 
then SAVE it for future use. When you want to 
double check that you typed a listing in 
correctly: 

@® Load up TypeChecker. 

@ Type NEW. 

®@ Type in the listing of your choice. 

® When you've finished type LIST. 

@ At the ond of every line a highlighted code will 
appoar. ft should correspond with the code 
printed in front of the same line in AA. If it 
doesn't you have typed in that line incorrectly. 





PAML 10+'+TypeChecker:U1.0+--By Simon Forrest 
er--Dec- 1332 

MAO) 20-' >For: Anstrad-Action:~-Public:Donain 

DANK 30-MEMORY ASTIF 

CAJK 40-csun-0 

GAME SO-FOR addr -&A000-T0 AASB 

DAK! 60-READ-byte’ 

GAJE 70-byte=VALC"A* thyted) 

FACT §0-POKE-addr, byte 

GAFB 90-csun-csunthyte 

DALE 160-NEXT+ addr 

OACI 110+ IF+csunmt()&2aDd- THEN: PRINT "“Checksun: 
Error" : END 

LAHE 115-POME-AA001 , PEEK: (ABBSB) :POKE 40002 ,P 
EEK: (ABBSC ) 

K@HI 120+ POKE-ABBSA,aC3: PORE &BBSE,A3;POKE AB 
BSC , aA 

MACH 130-PRINT:"TypeChecker-¥1.0-Installed":E 
ali) 

MARC 140:DATA-CF FE, 93, FE,08,CA,00,00,75,C5,0 
5, ES, FE, OD, Ca, 22 

LACJ 190-DATA-A0,SF,16,00,24,50,00,19,22,58,8 
0,£1,D1,C1,F1,€3 

LAF! 160: DATA-@0,40,32,20,CD,00,40,32,18,€0,0 
0,40,28,58,00,7C 

LADI 170-:DATA»CD, 45,80, 7D,CD,45, 00,26, 18,00,8 
0,40,21,00,00,22 

LACH 180-DATA:5A,40,C9, 18, 00,75, 06,0F €6,41,¢ 
D,00,40,F1,E6,FO 

KAJC 190-DATA+ IF, IF, IF, iF ,€6,41,0D,00,00,¢9,8 
0,00, END 

Turning TypeChecker off (it is automatically 

initialised when you RUN the program above) 

and back on again is quite simple: 
POKE &BBSE,O To turn it off 
POKE &BBSE,3 To turn it back on again 

Isn't science amazing? (Now don't argue.) 
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BASIC TUTORIAL 


| qT & i , 
In probably the greatest partnership since Paul Merton 


turned up with a tub of lard in Have I Gof News For You, 
Angela Cook and Rob Buckley team up to bring you this 


brilliantly philosophical guide to BASIC ARRAYs. 


ast your minds Gack info the depths 
of time — well, as far as last issue, 
at least. If you remember, we were 
looking at techniques to help you write the 
ultimate game, This month we continue that 
process wih our guide to the wondertul 
BASIC programming structures known as 
ARRAYS. Hurray! 

What is an ARRAY? Well, put sumply it's a 
list of numbers or strings that can be 
labelled in the same way a5 a normal 
variable, the difference being that an ARRAY 
has a pair of brackets () after the vanable 
name. For example: 

Is a normal variable 
is an ARRAY variable 

Lontamned within the brackets there are 
normally one or two numbers that indicate 
which parts of the ist the data is to be 
taken from 








No, no, no! | sald ‘array’. One 
word. Not ‘a Ray’. It's a wonder | 
stay sane in this place. 


After running this, you'll find that an 
ARRAY called Al) has been created, where 
each element, A(1)...A(10), has been filled 
with a random number between 0 and 19. 


What's the 
difference? 


‘Sof you cry. ‘I can do that with normal 

variables’ Well, yes, you can, but doing it 

with normal Variables i5 very long-winded 

and normally impractical. For example: 
chad A ld iF ‘cL Ot 


The following proggy, called Arnold, 


shows just how useful ARRAY's can be 
| M NAMES (20). TELS (20) 


INP ENTER MAME": 


NAMES | AMES | 
RF rn 
MES «NAM HE 
nya. 
IR n 
i Ec iil by I 


80 INPUT*WHAT IS 'THE PHONE 
NUMBERY TELS (F 

1) NAMES (PF) eNAMES :GOTO , 

LOO ?*THE NUMBER OF ";NAMES;* 
*; TELS (F) 


110 GoTo 


This program does two things, if you enter 
a name, Arnold recognises it automatically 
and prints up the corresponding number, 
Otherwise it asks you what the telephone 
number associated with that particular 
name is. Well, t does if you have any 
frends, unike myself and Rob (Grab the 
VIOWNS, Someone — Karen) 


Nice but DIM 

The DOM command in line 1015 short for 
DiMension, and refers directly to the size of 
the ARRAY being created. Here we are 
teling Arnold to create enough soace for 
twenty NAMES() and twenty TELS(. In line 
30 we use the function UPPERS, which will 
take the string in the brackets, namely 
NAMES, and convert it to upper case, This 
iS very usetul as Arnold perceives upper 
and lower case characters differently, so 
that ‘Fred’ is different to FRED’ or ‘fred’. By 











making everything upper case we eliminate 
the chance of error, 

Line 40 15 the loop that checks whether 
Our name string equals any of the strings in 
the ARRAY, If it matches, then it jumps to 
line LOO. Line 60 is another loop, and 
because we ve already established that the 
string doesnt match any of the others 
contained in the ARRAY in line 40, we have 
no corresponding name. So, we have to 
IOOkK Tor an empty space where we can 
position our new NAMES, This is done using 
the line IF NWAMES(F)="" 

Line 8&0 then asks what the telephone 
number is for TELS(F). While line 90 simply 
updates it, ke So: 


r iA ie | 
In line 100 aii prints the required 
telephone number for the suppled name 


The number game 
Now, while (his maybe all very useful for 
databases and the like, whal about games - 
no long ists of names and numbers there 
Or at least that’s what you think at first 
glance, but in actual fact, games are chock 
hull of numencal data, Even dismussing the 
ighscore chart, a game program shill 
needs to keep track of where certain 
players, bullets or monsters are, This can 
be taken care of with ARRAYS. For example: 
MONZXIF) or BULLE T{(9) 

Wel, that's it for now. Next month youll 
be able to put your new talents into achon, 
when we show you how to code a 
game. Inthe meantime, have agood <4 
Christmas, we'll be round for lunch! 


A wrinkle 


im your stocking 
Right, as it's Christmas, here's a proggy that all you trendy CPCers have been 
waiting for. Yep, that's right: a Stereogram creator. You've seen them in the 
papers, you've got the book, and now you have the listing. 
All you have to do is type the listing, run it, and then sit back and squint until 


LO MODE O: INK 14,9: INK 15,12 


20 FOR FeiC000 TO GFFOO: PORE F, INT (RND*256) : NEXT 


30 GOTO 30 
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err ry A), PO BOX 24, a 

_ ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK. |= 

=T) NR17 LHL (0953) 483750 EET 
CPC SOFTWARE: | CPC SUPPLIES: 


Disc only, 64K RAM uniess stated. | QUALITY DIscs:— 
- ORDER DIRECT FROWN THE PUBLISHER! 
SUPER LABELLER £12.50 
Design and print labelsa/letterheads fuitable ‘for ail CPCs anc PCVe. 
on Epson compatibles with a variety 9.5" DSDD PER 10.......24: £3.00 
of text styles, sizes and Pictures! Suitable for a.1 720k drives. 
‘Tacludes FREE CHRISTMAS Clip-Art. 3.3° HD PER 10 7.30 
PAGE PUBLISHER £25 .00 Suitable for 1.44 HB PO drives. 
The ultimate DTP (text & graphics) 23" (360k) PER id. oes HS. 80 
wackage for 126% PCs. 85% AA 100. Lae = 
Ideal for designing letterheads. *, 2002" 6F 5.23" Vicwce As 
jowsiletters, posters and much more. Lica KABL.E Preteen 
PICTURE Discs #£1i2.50 40 capacity 3.3° (30x2" £3. 
(each) Clip-art Discs 1 and 2 for 60 capacity 3.3° (60x2" :: £7.35 
Page Publisher /Stop Press (state). PAPER PRODUCTS : 
iG PHRMA STE Ee £15.00 | Box 2000 LISTING SHEETS. .£15. 
Displays figures as bars, lines or ADDRESS LABELS FER 100....£2. 
ie charts etc. Full disc version. ACCES SOR I Es: 
GENERAL. LEDGER £30.00 Printer Cable 464/6126....£7. 
(Cash Bock-style accounting for the Printer Cable 464/6128+. . 
‘eelf-enployed. Easy to use. (6128). Monitor Copy Holder 
STOCK ACCOUNTS £40.00 | Mouse Mat (anti-static).. 
Integrated atock control /invelcinog Mouse House (plastic pocket) / 
package for small business (6128). MEW! WRIST REST. : £4.00 
BoOME AcCOowNTS. .£135 .00 PRI nTER RIBBONS: 
Handles Bank accounts, credit cards DMP 2000/3000, Pow wait ear 
and savings. Full dise version. STAR LC-i0 a.:l1. £3.90 
HAILING LisT.. .#1i2.50 STAR LC 24-10, CITIZEN “y20D/+ 
‘Address Manager and Label Printer. CITIZEN EWIFT. DEP 4000, 
EPSON MX /FR/RX 80 alil....#4.90 
Creates a master DataBase of all P/P: £1.00 PER ITEM (£2. 00 MAX | 
your disce and finds files FAST: SEND CHEQUES /POS OF SAE FOR OUR 
PC/PCW CATALOGUE ALSO AVAILABLE. CPC CATALOGUE vogue COMPUTER } . 


3.5" DRIVES nrg SLOG ‘£200 | 
'* The ideal 26D Drive for the Migh performance 24-Pin © ) 
| €Pe 464, 664, 6128 of Plus, ricter. Includes a FREE colour) 
" Slimline 7- x 4" = 1" high. | [ " 
° Dual modes- AMNSDOS (160K per - 
| side) or HEQA (800% per disc) 

- the perfect combination. our Printer Packages are all | 
" FREE pack of 3,3° diacs, wuppiied with connecting cadl 
= Complete with connectors, Pc or Plus (pleare state). 
| cables, PSU & Side Switch. 

RICES from £7? .9 








Amstrad Games Cartridges for the 6128+/464+/GX4000 








* No Exit * Operation Thunderbolt 
* Navy Seals * Switch Blade 

* Pro Tennis Tour * Klax 

* Barbarian Il * Robocop I] 

* Batman The Movie * Pang 






All games are unboxed/without instructions at a special price of £9.99 
All Ten Games At A Special Offer Price of £74.99 


Amstrad 6128+/464+/ <acere 
























Enforcer Cartridge for the Trojan Phazer Gun .......0...000.0.000..0£14.99 
Amstrad Burnin’ Rubber! Loco Basic Cartridge ..............::::.402-E1T9.99 | | 
Amstrad 6128+/464+ Instruction Manual.. PS A oe 
Amstrad 464+ Computer with Stereo Mana. Monitor .. novvesack 25.0 
Amstrad 6128+/464+ kevboard membrane ......... Peet spy 
Amstrad Paddle Controllers (61 28+/464+/GX4000) .. Vereen oF hc 
Amstrad 6128+ Computer & Mono Stereo Monitor ...............&160.00 
Amstrad CM14 Colour Stereo Monitor ...........c0.06cc0ccccecesa00- cE L250 

| Amstrad MM12 Mono Stereo Monitor . Vihseveabot’ disease 

| Amstrad 464+ Computer Console . weet 5.00 

| Amstrad 464 and 6128 General | 
Amstrad LP! Light Pen and software for the 464 ....... drtshirevnares EL OF 
Amstrad 464 Light Gun and games cassette (5 Games) Aaah hare ad £15.49 | 
Amstrad 6128 Light Gun and games disk (5 Games).................. £15.49. | 
Amstrad GT65 Green Screen Monitor .......00...0000: A aisha £65.00 
Amstrad 464 Cassette Tape Head Alignment Kit eae tee has reveee bh 9.99 
Amstrad Cassette Head Tape Head Demagnetizer  ....:.....05....06055 £9.04 
Amstrad Printer Lead (34 Way Edge Connector to Centronic Plug)£9. og 
Amstrad J¥2 Joystick .. £999 
Amstrad 464 “Teach Yourself Basic" Tuweial Guide with 2 ‘Cassetios 
Patt 00s iae si EVRA SENN EERNAS NN 999 
Part 2. eect on £9.99 
Amstrad 464 Cicult Boards complete PN. 270375 betas £34.99 
pan ane Cassette Leads.. yh SSL EAN RNAV SS eee 
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" Second disc drives for the 464 /664/6 


L 
es 


Top quality Panwa 3.5” drive mechanism, 
includes Power Supply, Connecting Cable, Pull 16 
page manual, Ramdos, Ramdisc + many more 
utilities. Format 800K per disc just like a PC, Amiga, 
Arari ST etc. The complete PLUG IN & GO 
solution, Ramdos is not + compatible. 






(SUPERB LOW PRICE,ONLY) by 
WES Ser 99H) = DISK DRIVE AND 4 
— > ROMDOSXLIN < 
, ROM BOX ONLY , 





Superb high capacity disc operating system available 
on ROM or complete in its own ROMBOX! Nothing 


else compares with these features: 


@ Built in disc formatter @ Very simple to use. 
@ Built in file copying/erasing @ Uses no user memory 
@® Full 19 page printed manual @ Auto detects formar 
-® Built in Sector/Directory Editor @ 464/664/6128 compatible 








( ROM VERSION ONLY £14.99 _ 
Complete IN ROMBOX only £24.99 






3.5” Discs Only £7.50 for 10, 3” Discs Only £19.99 
Single Socket ROMBOX only £14.99 
Double Socker ROMBOX £24.99 
PC-TRANS, Transfer files from a CPC to a PC 
and vice versa. Only £24.99 
RS232 Serial Interface. Can be used to 
connect the CPC to another computer, 
modem, serial printer etc. Ideal for use 
with Amstrad NC100/200 (connecting 
cable available priced £9.99). Includes 

~ built in Rom software. 
NEW LOW PRICE £29.99. 


Please add £5.00 AS e and packing to 
all disc drive orders. Other orders please 
add £1.00. All major credit cards accepted. 
Immediate despatch for credit card orders. 


Siren Software, 178 Bury New Road, 
Whitefield, RN heeter M45 GQF 


Tel: 061 796 5279 
Fax OG1 796 3208 
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Mark Twain again, aged 80 (still) 


An eere silence fel! over the red-bricked workroom as a stunned elf started leafing through Amstrad 
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The WACCI user group has 
been helping CPC users to 
help themselves for eight 
years now. But things 
haven’t always been so 
easy. David Crookes chats 
to WACCI’s new leader... 


f you'veieen around the CPC seene for any length 
of tie, youll probably already be taruliar with the 
WACCI user group - ifPonly because of its famous 
manthly faggine. The mag inchides 3244 pages of 
serious articles, but the.proup offers plenty of other 
services jor keen Amstrad.owners (see the ‘What 
you seers what you get! fox below) 

Thies have not always been so rosy for WACC, 
though. in the not too distaqf past thé group almost 
vanished from the face of the earth When its 
orevious Owner. Steve Wiliams. ranout of cash and 
was forced to quit in the face of growing bills and 
Wate cUSTONVErS. 

Clive Bellaby stepped in, though, rounding up 
some other Amstrad enthusiasts whom were regular 
WAGE! bods to set the ball ralling again..And when 
the runing of the club paoved toowmuentor him, 
Paul Dwerryhouse ensured. ihe group's continued 
survival. As he expla, WACC! has been successtul 
because we target a certam secior of ihe CPC 
scenesthe senous side, and (the fanzine] has 
managed to do that better than anyother monthly 
Magazine. (Excuse me? - Karen) 

‘The quailty obthe articles are the bulaing 
blocks of WAGCEs sucess and they come from 
members, $0 the knowledge base that the 
membership Nass, indeed, thé greatest asset that 
WAGC! has.’ 


Publishing 
phenomenon 


For fanzines like WACCI, eight years of continued 
publishing 12 prenomenalactevement. The CPC 
has seen many Tanzines COMe@-and.go over the last 
temyears, but their publishers have either lacked 
ihesune or enthusiasm to keep them 
BGing. But because fe WACCI mag 
IS DASedON a User group, it 
has plenty of support 
to help keep 








al 


FUME 


UNCLE CiIve 


WACCI maybe eight years 
old, but it still has plenty to offer. 

things rolling along. You see, the group has around 
300) members to call on for hep — so the mag's 
never short of the odd helping hand. 


a 


Thus is-30meéthing that Dwerrynouse has clearly 
considered, The fact that WACCI is eight years old 
is a ROod measure of our success. WAC] must 
have been guing members what members wanted! 
We're a club, owned by members and run inanopen 
fashion, It doesn't haye to make a profil to survive, tt 
must:.of course. rot make a loss bul that gives 
plenty of Scope wn ihe running of the club and 
production of he wapazine. 

‘The “officers” that take partun running.the club 
do it for the love of itfas do hose that contribite to 
the magazite) and with tis support, thinn WACCI 
has quite a few vars eft 

It has to béesard Ihab user. groups. Can ony. be a 
food thing, and that as tong a5 Proups are around 
to emphatically push he meachine-aiong the right 
path towards contmuing support, then the tuturecen 
only look good, can'tit? This 16 a-philosophythat 
WACCI's new controller is Keen emphasise. ‘If you 
consider the-smachine aoa games mactine then that 
market has already faltered Yep - some good PD 
Stuff is avaiable, but iS days.arée numbered. The 
serious side is very Giferert — the narcet has more 
products of superb quality han ever belore. 
The Fees of Protext will go or for ever 
and ever. They vall rot falter and 
the CPC will become the 
best vale home 
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INTERVIEW 


word processor the word fas ever seen = but! 
reckon if¢ already that.’ 


WACCI races on 
WACCI offers its members plenty.ol services 
already, bul the group doesnt plan to rest on its 
laurels. So what has WACC! fol ineine pipeine then’ 
Well, a new buy/sell service 5 being introduced 
called Market Stall for members to advertise wilhin 
(he magazine, enthused Dwerryhouse..Up (unthnow 
avers Were.2@ Dil fit and miss Gepending on 
available space. A page will now be set aswe, and 
the service goes a little further than that. Should a 


iwanted ath 


Memnper piace ert. Then a record 


will be keot and matched with a future sale 





advert to ensure fhé that warts, talks to he 
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‘AS well as the complete index of the 






Magarine, covering some 6] issues, a 
detailed index of the PD hbrary 15 in 


oroductron, and this will be oul soon, Thies will 


really enhance the search facuibes tor that 
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already produces a detailed 21 { 
Supplement Of tS hbraries, 
spots off hat listing: 


Right, so we've heard about everything WACCI 


OR 





has to offer in terms of rts fanzines and other 








services, a5 well as its views on the GPC'S future, 

butle’s get down to fhe crux of thé issue, 15 

running huge user group tke WCC! much fun? 

‘| would not be the editor if | found any part of if 

difficull or not fun ex olamed. Dwenynouse 
Production of the magazmers someming ) can 
easily control. The most important factor is the 
need tor a constant suppry of Food qual ty artecies, 
and WACCI members tio seanntahe able to supply 
those. WACG] activelyencourapes.mambersto use 
ther machines and learn, and | belheve WACCI 15 a 


leading light in the CPC world 


What you 
see is what 
you get 


HM you join WACCI, in addition to 
ee mh 
fanzine, you'll alse be able to 
take advantage of its excellent 
and exclusive range of services. 
These include... 
® APO library 
Not only can you get the software on 
disc, there's also a tape library. It's 
fairly comprehensive and quite cheap. 
tt also offers an all-inclusive offer. 
A book library 
The major advantage of a book library 
is that if you want to read up ona 
specific topic, you can borrow the book 
rather than buy it. 


Telephone helpline 
Got a problem with your CPC? Give 
WACCIs helpline a call. 


Discounts and special offers 

Quite a few companies offer discounts 
to WACCI members, so you could end 
up saving yourself quite a few bob on 
CPC purchases. 
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Sermo! 


HARDWARE 


Haven’t got enough reom to 
store all your best POKEs? 
Can‘t run your favourite 
game? Haven’t got 
sufficient memory to store 
game graphics? You need a 
RAMpack, mate. Richard 
Wildey reveals its secrets. 


he first thing to realise about the 644 RAM 

expansion packs i6 that they act in exactly 

the same way as the extra 644 ina 6128 
machine — so everything in this article will apply to 
6128 owners too 

Repardiess of which CPC you're using, you'll 
soon discover that that elusive memory is not 
directly accessible from BASIC without the use of 
BANKMAN (or an equivalent program supped with 
the memory extensron pack) 

The disadvantage with this situation 1s that 
neither of these two programs are Public Domain, 
$0 it's legal to copy them, which makes writing 
128K programs a nuisance. The good news, 
however, 5 that all the routines detaned on this page 


5 
: 


i. 


are Public Domain, 50 YOU Can Copy and plagianse 
them to your heart's content 


Raiding the bank 

The RAM in the CPC is stored in ‘banks’, each ol 
whichis 16K m size, The frst 644, known as 
dynarmc RAM, is the stored in banks 0-3, while the 
extra 641K is Stored in banks 4-7. To access this 
extra RAM, you have to swap one bank in dynamic 
RAM for one in extra RAM. The bank generally used 
iS 1, because it doesnt hold any dala that wil crash 
the system (just the memory locations &4000 to 
&8000), On the 6128 and plus machines these 
banks can be paged in using the firmware cail 
&8D56 (KL Bank Switch) where the A register 
contains the bank number 4-7, which you wish to 
move into &40K), 

However, in cases where the firmware ts corrupt, 
speed is paramount or you are using a 664 or 464, 
you must use the OUT command as demonstrated in 
isting 1. Load the A register with the extra bank you 
want to locate in &4000 and CALL it. The banks 
here are numbered O44, where 0 's normal RAM and 
1-3 are the extra banks. For the BASIC 
programmers among you | have put this into the 
form of an RSX in Listing ?. 


Thanks for the memory 

Now we've established how to access the extra 

memory, the queston is what can you do with il? 
Each bank is 24000 bytes, which is exactly the 
Came sive 84 3 Screen — 50 four Screens Can be 
stored in memory and then displayed one al a time. 
Or, if you prefer, variables can be POKEed into 
memory if you're short on space. I you've ever ted 
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to write a game, youll 

know that graphics 

take up an awful 

lot of memory 

= these extra 

banks are an 

ideal place 

to put them 

Tou should 

also try to get 

your hands on 

a useiul utility 

KNOW 25 2 

RAMDISC (there are a 

few of them in the public 

comaimn), Alternatively, you can 

try the simplified version in listing 3 

This enables you to store and retrieve four BASIC 

programs with the commands IRLOAD and IRSAVE. 
Away from the actual programming side of 

things there are an awtul lot of good programs that 

need 178A to nun — such a5 Advanced Art Stucho, 

most DIP packages and an increasing number ol 

games, Not only that, but you will also find that most 

asec comers wil give you a larger butter, All in all, 

the b4A HANIDACK Ss a neat Bit of kit, 

wiech, when used to its full potential, can 


o RAM- 
pack, nota 
Rams! 


make your compuling hfe a lot easier 


Listing 3 
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Do you need something to 
supplement your CPC diet? 
David Crookes has got just 
the thing. Further Reading 
is guaranteed with no sugar 
or artificial additives. 


Amszine 3 


Cai PRICE: £1 & SAE 
VA EDITOR: Jonathan 


124 Brunhead 
ADDRESS: Gayton, 

Laneside Road, New Mills, 
Nr Stockport SK12 4LU 
lf the purpose of fanzines |s to deliver a pulsaling 
package of riveting reviews, then Amszine is 
wonderful, [ssue-thrée’s themes are car games and 
music games. These two themes make up the bulk 
of the issue =] 1 pages, in fact. 

Of course, there ‘are the odd.articles for the nor 
car crazy and 
musically 
challenged - a few 









= j | = 
Siliagether a4 wit y good 
gine indeed, You cas"t 
cay fairer then that" 






THE NEWS 
@ Whoops! Don't know whether you 
remember, but a couple of months ago in AA 
we mentioned hearing a rumour that Artificial 
_ Intelligence (the UK's number one PD journal) 
would soon be back on the scene. Well, it 


seems that after reading Better Than Life, Tim 
Blackbond has no intention of re-launching his 
fanzine after all. Pity. 

® CPC Express, or CPC Trekking, as it was 
also supposedly entitled, has closed after 









si a 
ASTRAY cre 
[a i ay 


SUMMARY 


for example, But this tight theming carn.create 
problems. You see, when you theme a: nné ke ths, 
people who arent interested in the chosen topics 
can feel neglected 

That said, let's get down. to the nitty-gritty and 
examine the thing more closely. Well, the gesign 
may not pip the post, butit'ssadequate — despite the 
fact that on some pages its tricky to follow the flow 
of the text because of the cluttered layout. However, 
t stil retains the excellent screenshots that boosted 
the marks of the first twO “Zines. 

How well written is it? Quite well. It tends toward 
youth’ language, but | count helo thunking it was a 
little dated (do people realy Stil say*yor’). That 
apart, you'll find it a pleasant read 

Une thing that does nggle, however, is the size 
of the magazine. It's still presented as. anAd 
fanzine, but the pages themséives (thats, the 
printed part) seem to be about Adin size; winch 
means theres a massive border stretching around 
free sides of the page. This isn't just ugly, it looks 

unprofessional too. 

Don't get me wrong, Amsziné is still one 
of the Best ‘zines around. You can tell a-lot-of 
hard work has been put into it, and so.after 
racing around in a central postion, it's 
charted ina very favourable spot. 


—— PRICE: £1.50 & 
i sx 
'=— EDITOR: Karl White 
ADDRESS: Bryn Trefor, 
Liandecwyn, Gwynedd, North 
Wales LL47 6YR 

The Jast time 'KRASH appeared in Amstrad Action 
was way back in issue 105) At that ime dt receved 
a fairly lukewarm 54%, because although it looked 
excellent, the actual content (which, Jet's face it, is 









many months of messing about. Did it jump or 
was it pushed? 

® CPC Undercover has re-opened, but not 
without a few major changes. First, Joe 
Moulding of Sleepwalker fame has completely 
taken over the magazine, which from now on 
will be designed on the PC. It'll still be A5 in 
size and will no doubt include the same 
contributors. We've seen a few sample pages 
so far, and it looks excellent. 





7 


what makes a magazine) was a5 excitng as an early 
burst of the Open Unversity 

So here we go again withissue two. KASH has 
mmproved, bul its shi not good enough. Tha. problem 
is much the same as before: he design isthe best 
we've ewer seen in a fanzine, but once age the 
content lets it down — although tts not as bad as fas! 
time,.Stil, itonly tookwabout nalt-antiour to read 
through the 14 pages 

Basically, all it consists of ara afew reviews and 
a round up of some PO libranes; he rest ofthe mag 
62 Mixture oF.Seh-pubucitly and page wasting 
Fortunately, the editorial does read weil, it's just a 
bit bref, Take the indepth look at Gazza 2 ani 
Emiyn Hughes'that's 50 proudly proclaimed on the 
front cover, for instance. | mean, you d.expect here 
fo be al./east 8 page devoted (9 @ach program 
woukin'tyou? But, no.All you get is.ameasly third of 
ine page, OF about 
Six sentences On 
Bach oDihe two 
games. Indepth? 
There's more 
depth to Kate 
Moss s-lingeérie. 

Having said all 
that Though, | 
shouldpoant oat 
that as better 
than the first 
issue and there 1s 
more Text to pore 
over, sO perhaps 
by iésue three Ht'l 
improve even 
further. if onty 
the content had 
matched the appearance 
KRASH would undoubtedly Have been the Dest 
fanzine ever, 
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Tribal Mag 

7 EDITOR: Martin Winter 
—=— ADDRESS: Bruehlweg 6, 
73527 Schwaebish Gmuend, 
Germany 
Inbal Maz. the latestoffenng to come from 
Germany, Ss yel another disc magazine. it also 
consists mainly of German articles, 50 unless you 
speak the lingo; you wont get that much outoni, 

That's not to say you'll findut-absolutely useless 
though, because there are some sections in English 
and, what's more, theyre the most important bits 
like the news, cheats and game reviews, [he menu 
and various prompts are all anghcised too. In other 
words, Tnbal Mag contains enough English to get 
yOu around the thing easily 

The disc itself employs good graphic techniques, 
different music for each section and spans both 
sides too. The English bits may be-scarce and not 
particularly well written, Gut there's quite a bit here 
to ke@o you occupied. However, I'd advise you to 
wait'a litte longer before buying .Jibal Mag, 
because Martin (aka-Batman of POW) is hoping the 
next issue wil be written entirély in Engtish. But until 
then, norm-4German spéakers will find the value for 
money aspect @ little how. 
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This month Keith Woeds takes a look at the work of John 
Kennedy (no, not that one), and explores the future of 
Evrope’s Public Domain scene... 


Beetle Mania 

By John Kennedy 

‘Auntie’ John Kennedy is a CPL coder best Known for 
his work with the now detunct Magazine ALU. he 


many games mio ihe Our SOmsn, and 


released 
weil looking at the Best of them ths month, mes 
also mac 

Well, he has to be. Only a madman could come 


uo with a plot like this. A crowd of man-eating blobs 
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Smooth controls, tough gameplay and it's 
all free - what more could you want? 


Dripzone 
By John Kennedy 
Ah, this 6 more like it! Not a blob in sight, just 


bucKeHOdds of Pamepniay in what /s undoubtedly the 


LPL Ss best PD Bal n ball game to cate 


ie beh naaee Cntr 
20, Wial Makes Lipzol 


I r i 
it * ch ue | Lit | ret wiped as ri hy bal i t | bf ctl t 


ka : ; | bo Pon ia, Kot ae 4 
Youre ever Ke fo nd. ihe Bal and Gal 


movements are smooth and swat, so youll need | 

Pal ry : ri i rir I i Fe a | Tr sf 4 
REEL You itee Ss Gl i] NOU fn Ce AGEL 
vour (pes? = Karen) 

Second, it includes a full range of features 
There are loads of diiterent wel-designed levels, and 
i ralion and one difterent bonuses to be picked up 
aiong the way, Sucn a5 an extra Dail or Treé passage 
to the next level 

t benefits from a tuehly powsh 
OresentavoMn he ¢ i| ie nd BTecl ve 














] el) aul iJ thicii: | LuTe i | | k 1 j 
| rd | | ih at | , a }) i ob c Tri 
{ i 112 hn d i c i 
i Laity ni | jut i f i i 
Jie fl IF i 1 
Ec F r iz | f E j ' 


Kennody's 

Dripzone is 
ad sweofl as 
e Cadbury's 


it's got loss 
calories too. 
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and 5Oo on — 1s faces some 


year ahead 

The last year hasn't been bad for 
Public Domain, what with the release 
of fun games like Jumpmania and RC- 
Quest, and innovative utilities such as 
Digiftracker and Octwaver. But, as we 
face the New Year, the question must 
be asked, can 1995 live up to this 
year’s standards? 

We decided to ask Evrope’s 
‘people in the know’, but they were 
out, so we asked someone we found 
sleeping in a nearby cardboard box 
instead. Here's a country by country 
guide to the future of PD. 


Britain 

Probably the most prolific PD programmer in 
the UK at the moment is Sleepwalker PDS's Joe 
Moulding. He's been responsible for a whole 
host of great games including Ghost Quadrant. 
which we reviewed in last month's Amstrad 
Action (if you didn't get that issue, run along to 
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sensations Thane sso the strange 
fact that you can only print files that are more than 
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This might've been worth considering if it 
weren't for the fact that there are already plenty of 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN 







~ better examples of this type of 
program available. ‘And if it didn't 
have quite so many silly 
drawbacks. As itis, it's almost 
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With over 900K of data, Mega- 
Blasters is probably the biggest 
game ever to blast its way on to 
the CPC. But does it have enough 
gameplaying dynamite to make 
it a classic? Karen Levell and 
Angela Cook light the fuse... 





the dierent 
levels. 





Bomberman. And with an option that enabies up ti Youre aiso gong to be soundiess 7 youre toting 
four Dblast-happy gamers to compete, i's more than ess that 125K. That aside, petra? MegaBlasters is 


Ceriainy j tne best Borie 16 CON Ti TINgiINE C Our 


Way In quite come time. Worth 14 quid of | 
anybody's money. Get it! gets! 
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a 4 a ie coat = | a 
neighbours’ noses. With MegaBlasters, . ey | ar = st — | 
however, even the most button-hapoy terrorisi . ee i _ — —— 7. 
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and four thick shakes! 900K of compressed 


the CPC (probably), and with go ie sly —— | 
scrummy graphics (the whote thing $ do ne in full ‘Alimighty’? Get a dictionary! 
overscan = §0 [nere $s none of ses tacky orders), 
dozens of in-game tunes, 1] worlds and over 90 a match for the console title 
Whet her you're piaying alone to beat the game 
creators best scores, or dodging the bombs 
planted by so-called fnends, MegaBlasters is 
addictiveness taken to anew high, As well as 
steering your Pac Man-shaped Ninja Turtle around 
the maze and blowing up similarly designed 
opponents, you also get to indulge your fetish for | 
power-ups. There are ihe of bonuses on offer, | GRAPHICS 
including choice morse:s that make you go faster, | The good, the bad, and tho ugly all 
turn invisible and, rather nasty, reverse the | feature here, 
controls. There's also a special secret stage — but | | 
cart tell you about that, because its secret... SONICS i 
With top guardian types to | Pretty good if you've got I1Z8K, but 


es eo E defeat, a choice of | deafeningly silent if you have iess. 





In a sole 4 gome you | fight these blobby types. 













evels, this game has plenty to offer even the most difficulty levels 

spin pout? BRB e2a 2" Bee : : 

professional of gameplayer and a superb GRAB FACTOR 97% 
lf you haven't already guessed from the password Gets its claws in straight away, 


eTtT.T. i el Oh ai = i = > them fF "La" 
reaAane iS. epak J ers S ee hal | 


f 
ie 5 kl! iad 


feature, whichever way you choose to play 
(here really 
Isnt mucn STAYING POWER 98% 
to COMplain Make sure you have the pizza 
about here. delivery number at hand when you 


Blast off! 
| | as ° Weel, except start, because you won't want to 


ters, which is available on both == . 7 fs the feck ee ewes 
—~ — ay, wt RP gt for anything. 
Oe a wee = —=:E-s 5 AG te sles arsine 
£13.95. To get your copy send your ek = = a available on 3. 
| Square, Kidbrooke, London SES 9NS.Or [xy REE icc | tho tane deck FINAL RATING 4° | 
telephone: 081 856 8402. eee just isv't man enough for 


burning love? this type of action it seems. 


7 ah ie "Tle or - = =. 
inswer to the top-selling SNES game Super 
J = 













= > * = 
i es 
. . be 


2a 





= | sl 
mach neo iC hh 
LT De ee 





December 19°94 AMSTRAD ACTION 




















li’s time for AA’s very own Ciaire Rayner to take the stage 
once more, as Richard Fairhurst answers more of your 
CPC’s deepest personal problems. 


CPC Christmas 
7 mh, “With Christmas on the way (and 
5 hopefully lots and lots of money with 
i it), | am planning to treat my CPC 
6128 to some upgrading. | am, however, 





having some trouble deciding which versions of 


each item to buy myself, 

First off a 3.5-inch second drive. I've come 
to the conclusion that | have a choice of about 
four: Siren's, OJ Software's, SD Microsystems’, 
and the one by Microform. 
la Which have side switches? 
lb Are they all plug-in-and-go kits? 
lc | may need to use the ASCII files that | 
produce on my 6128 on an Apple Mac. | like 
the idea of a side-switch, because it would let 
me use S-DOS, but would there be any 
compatibility problems with the Mac? 

ld Which drive would you recommend? 

I'd also like a ROM-based DOS system. S- 
DOS sounded great in your review in AA89, but 
2a Can ParaDOS handle both side switch and 
non-side switch drives? 
2b Which is more user-friendly? 

3 I'd like a mouse and OCP Advanced Art 
Studio. in what ways do the AMX mouse and 
the Datel mouse differ? 

4 | have noticed that WAVE sells an ‘RS232 to 
NC100' and an ‘RS232 to PC Null Modem’. Are 
these similar to the RS232 serial interfaces 
that Siren sells? If so, could | use the comms 
program in Mini Office 2 or a PD program with 
one of them, and would it be any faster than 
using Siren's built-in ROM software? 

5a Finally, is Brunword Elite still available? 

5b Which has the better spell-checking 
function: Brunword Elite, Tasword's Tas-Spell, 
or Protext? 

Claire Dunne, Pudsey 


la The SD and Microform models both 
|have side switches, 

= |b They are, but remember to state that 
you Own an original CPC 6128 whemordering. That 
way you won't get a 464 op Plus lead. 
lc A drive with a side switch can do everything that 
a drive without one can do. Simply Set the side 
swich to side A of the disc, and it acts the same as 
a drive without a side switch. You shouldn't, 
therefore, have any compatibility problems when 
transferring files to a Mac. 
1d Go for the cheapest drive with a side switch. 
2a Yes, indeedy. 





2b They're both pretty friendly, bul ParaDOS is far 
more powerful. 5-DOS is, to all intents and 
purposes, useless now that ParaDOS has come 
along (as well as all other versions of DOS). The only 
possible reason for using another version of DOS 
would be if you don’t have a ROM-Doard, or you 
intend to use CP/M Plus a lot = this is ParaDOS's 
one weak point, and one which SDOS handles 
particularly well. 

3 The Datel mouse is a more comfortable and 
altogether better-designed mouse. 

4 The WAVE products are just leads to connect 
RS232 (serial)interfaces together. If you don't have 
one on/your CPC alreatiy, they won't do a lot of 
good, However, WAVE does sell the Amstrad/Pace 
senal interface for £29.99, which is still your best 


Flash agai 
‘i, Could you please explain the 
“ee significance of the flashing coloured 

— border when loading, say, a game? 
For example, on Amstrad Action'’s covertape 
39, the game Deliverance loads with a 
black-and-blue flashing border up to the 
level selection screen. From that point on, 
the border flashes red and purple, and the 
game wont load. 

| have some other games that react in 
the same way, which, as you can imagine, is 
very frustrating. | have returned them, 
explaining the problems, but the 
replacements are just the same. 

The other problem | have concerns the 
Crossword Compiler. The program won't 
unpack to disc - after the instruction screen, 
the next block loads, the tape stops, and 
nothing else happens. | have an expanded 
464. What's going on? 

Geoff Cotton, St lves 





e) 


TECHY TIPS 


bet. It's compatible with almost all comms 
programs, and capable of working at high speeds. 
Failing that, the Cirkit/Avatar model 
iS pretty good value if you can find il 
secondhand. Or you could go for the 
Siren/KDS model, which is a passable, if 
inferior alternative. 
Avoid Mini Office's comms module = it's 
absolutely abysmal, and, what's worse, 
won't work with most interfaces. PD 
Programs like Ansiterm are far better. 
gp dear in mind, though; that nothing 
except the builtin software and a modified 
version of CP/M comms prog MEX will work with the 





Sa  Uortanbtes, Brunning | isn't advertising any 
more, but the ever-helpful Small Ads (making a 
return next month) should see you sorted. 

5b Brunword Elite. There are a few good PD 
alternatives available, too. Richard 







Key largo 
™ | recently purchased a CTM 644 from 
g 2 my local pawn shop. Unfortunately, | 
" also had to take the 664 computer that 
went with it Why unfortunately? Well, because 
the keyboard in question doesn't work. All of 
the proper lights come on, but only a handful 
is, and | am trying to fix it with some small 
success. What | want to know is: are the _ 
keyboard mats the same in the 464 and 6647 

Also, can the 3-inch drive be replaced with 
a 3.5-inch drive? | think that if it were 
connected directly to the board, it would. | 
have talked to. people in the computer 


assembly /repair industry, but most of them 


A). Richard 





TECHY TIPS 





don't think it would, 


When | bought my 664, it was at a specially reduced 
price because - ta da = the keyboard didn't work, 
Open up the machine, plug the connector back in 
and, hey presto, i's a6 goodias new. If you dont 
have any luck with wha youre doing, this connector 
thing rmght be a gO00 Component to check. 

The keyboard mats-are ndeed the same, as long 
as it’s the same version of 464 keyboard we're 
talking about (there are two). You'll be pleased to 
know, too, that a 3.54nch drive will fit perfectly into 
your CPC. All you need to check is that you have the 
correct voltage for the drive and, if necessary, that 
it's configured as drive A. Richard 


Newies corner 

lam a new 6128 owner, and! have one or 
two questions. 

1 How can | link a 464 and 6128 together =| 
find that some tapes don't go into the 61287 
2 What do DES, DOS, etc mean? 

3 Where, and from whom, would | get hold of 
a program that's capable of running a 
on a 61287 

41 am starting to get the hang of BASIC, but | 
want to use machine code. Where do | begin? 
ls there a book or something to help me? 
James Bell, Glasgow 


1. Why do you want fo fink. them together = your 464 
‘can run 464-only games perfectly? Your 6128 can 
do it, of course = just run the following listing... 
10. MEMORM RVEFE: FOR R-c8000 TO GOOF 
70 READ Ss BORE ny, VAL "4" +a 
10 NEXT CALL £8000 
This will enable you to run games which otherwise 
féport.a ‘Memory full’ error. 
2 Wf you heck out this month's AA covertape, you'll 
see that DES stands for Desktop Environment 
System. This Campursoft program presents a 
friendly graphical front-end, just like anApple Mac. 
DOS stands for Disc Operating System, With a 


CPC, this is a program that enables you to store 
BOOK on a 3.5inch dsc. Etc stands ‘or etcetera. 

3 Sorry, 10 sucmwck. 

4 One usefil Book is Master Machine Code on your 
Amstrad CPC 464 and 664 . Desp'te the name, this 
book applies to 6128s as wel. Sad'y, though, ‘t's 
out of print at The moment. Try following our 
Assembly Liné series in back issues of AA (see page 
? for more cetaks), Alternatively, ar almost PD 
machine code tutonal by yours truly is avaiable from 
Robot PD and Sheepsoft. Richard 


To boldly go 

| want to print out coples of letters, documents, 
etc in very bold print on my Epson LX86, and | 
would like to know which printer codes are 
needed to make the printer head pass along 
each line of text four times or more. | can 
already get normal bold print (using Tasword), 
but I'd like the letters to be even darker. 
Richard Latham, Birmingham 


There are a few ways of Going tis, but none of them 
are practical with your setup. Tasword ‘sn't really 
flauible enough te re-printeach tine, and returning to 


the top of the page Using.a reverse line-feed isn't 
possible on the LXB6. 

If you're not using near-letter quaity already, turn 
that on. Try using the double-strike printer code, too: 
é/,/1 to tumit on, and 27,72 to turn it.ofF. 
Alternatively,-save the fleas ASC, and print it by 
henenng | the ee wii program 

WHILE WO 
S0eLINE INPUT @€49, 45 

aU PRINT #9,a5;CHRSddd) + 

SO PRINT 49,45 

60. WENT 

10, CLESEIN 

Line 10 opens the file ready for input . Line 30 
gets one line from the Me, and ine 40 pnts it 
followed by a carriageretumn, but without a line feed. 
Line 50 prints it again, this time with both a carriage- 
return and a line feed, and line 60 loops back to line 
20 until the end of file, at which point line 70 closes 
the file. 

if you have a font redefiner suchas the PD 
program Epic, you could try printing in a particularly 
bold font. Also, have you thought of buying a new 
rbbon.../ Richard 





X/5 + Z8O0 = HEADACHE 


Machine code is good for a lot of things. 
(Woll, actually, machine code is good 


for one thing only, and that's writing 


_ fast programs, but that's really beside 
the point.) it's not very good at arithmetic - 


adding and subtracting numbers is about its 


limit. It can't even cope with simple multiplication 


and division 

Techy Forum, on the other hand, can (it 
learnt about them at schoo! this morning). First 
up: a subroutine to divide HL by BC, returning 
the (rounded) result in DE.. 


divide 1d de,0 


add bl, be 


r Bb: FFE é€ 


a i = 
uly acd 


he hl, be 
ret c: inc de: ret 
‘What about multiplication? | hear you cry - 

or rather, | would if you were currently standing 
outside my door and you didnt have a partcular 
aversion to horrible cliches. Well, fret no longer, 
because heres the answer to all your prayers 
reader of delicate disposition promptly 
commits suicide)... 
la hl, oO 
mi lp lo 4,65: or 


aod hl,da@e: deac be 


ltd 


i. be ites 
a ado a et 


This one multiplies DE by BC, and returns the 


result in Hb. 

Remember, too, that multiplying by 2 is very 
easy - add hi,hi. So is halving = or a: rr hi: eri. 
Consequently, multiplying or dividing by any 
power of 2 is pust a matter of repeating these 


Cut down to size 
if youre creating text files from BASIC, 
and theyre getting unnecessanly big, 
there is a way to save a bit of disc 
— space. First of all, note that numbers 
are printed with a space before and after them, 
the first space being replaced with a minus sign 
if appropriate. If you have stored 2,000 positive 
numbers, then, cutting out these spaces will cut 
the size of the fle down by 4K, Hero's how to 
output a number without spaces: 
L100 PRINT #9,MIDS(STRS(n),2), 
it is possible to save even more space by simply 
outputting values as their ASCII codes - 
character 243 takes up one byte, the string 
‘243’ takes up three — but this will cause you 
problems should you output the numbers 10, 13 
or 26, as these will be misinterpreted as line 
feed, carriage return and end-of-file 
respectively. To be avoided, 








BrunWord ROM Modules 


SCARRORCUEAN 
TEL: 0723 376586/503299 Special prices for Christmas 





satnnaret inetd a sata a cn 
Seeecpnenet Reena a SS ' Elite ROM Module £63 6126 ROM Module £33 


edt tel AO ae We, Pec de Loni +O -. ee The BrunWord Elite ROM module This ROM module has 128K loaded with 
a oa 4 AK overcomes the mamory limitations of the BrunWord 6128 and our fabulous As You 
seal ee lee SA CAO Las Bia Amstrad CPC computer by adding Type spelling checker with ite 33.000 
aol heat > a S ios | anothar 256K of memory, which is word dictionary. (Uaually £46) 
ee T . | pormanently loaded with progranmes ‘ “ - 
pone tN lated seat 1 i eee | ond dato, it is the ultimate addition to a Into- Script ROM £43 | 
| ven — i CPCS128 ‘computer, Word processor The iInfo-Serpt ROM module is a | 


| spalling checker, 33,000 word 
dictionary, relational database, 9 pin print 
enhancer, 24 pin “type setting’ routines, 
10 superb fonts and high spoed sorean 
Gump and box drawing routines for 9 and 
24 pin ponters, all programmed into one - vey : 
high capacity ROM The ROM is so fast fetameee ne. wots proceesor ane 
; Ge : SO POM EE OG ee | that it checks the spelling of each word = YOU" spelling wall etl be chacked wrwle 
' _— LS while you are typing and the price YOU are typing. (Usually £/ 9) 
CASSETTE COMPILATIONS Dany 2 aioe, ‘Gnoo f] includes our 8 bit printer status port. BrinWord PC £55 
HOTT NANO AD GAL BET © MATORD cn POSTMAN PAT COLLECTION. ....3.99 No ROM box ts needed. Simply plug cables ~ Soy 
fle TOTAL RECALL) WALK » AtLStax CE av : PCAN PAT (19 +3 the FROM module onto the expansion The ony programme to offer 
POE COLLECT aiasaiel gocker, type /BVW, and the whole system hadware encryption. Ask i 
uF PORE 1.843. ig ready foruse, (Usually £125) for free 16 page booklet 


Quotes 


“it's totaly brilliant,.... carries on the extreme user friendliness of 
, running Products to a very high standard..... | have one af these 
eo gag ‘| | fittie gems plugged into the back of my CPC right now... 

WORLD CUP IRALIA #0 fhe FOM has performed in an exemplary fashion an all 

. . fronts.” Chris Knight (ACU Editor) - ACU Aug 1991 

gute uncomplicated and easy to use,.... you can 
just st dawn and start typing..... the fastest most 
efficient spell checker anywhere..... jnfo-Seript is a 
| ; formidable piece of software engineering..... The 
PRO TENNIS/WORLD CLASS LEADER BOARD/GAZZA'S BrinWord ROM is a truly excetlent product mR 
SUPER SOCCER! COMTIMENTAL ORCLIS Rod Lawton (AA Editor) - AA Sept 1992 se 


|| VIRTUAL WORLDS (FREMCH INSTRUCTIONS | ..0..u82 0 | Postage and packing £3, ROMDOS if required £4, cell 
Poe ieeptere te reeeres ree ede belies ew chao FD =, ‘ 
DRILLER TOTAL ECUPSECASTLE MASTER/THE CRYPT 


Brunning Software ¥ 
nee oocw 3s AF DEN BOK ssesinreeron 138 The Street, Little Clacton, , | 
— Se aa Fe RTT Se Clacton-on-sea, Essex, CO16 OLS. n=/ df f ‘f Vb 
oer € if 


complete dala procespng package 
rechudariag all the features of the S178 
ROM. Even with 1000 namen and 
addresses loaded into memory for inatant 
reference, you can type a 10 page 


CASSETTES 
oUR CHOICE 
MIXED TITLES 
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(0257) o oJ. SOFTWARE (0257) = 
a 191 te Fast pee Service 421915 


Disk | -  Beser | All printers listed below ore suitable for 
Sn ae LAiheimceil Pvt Selle 4 ze... ; Fue School | Linder 5 ! ae TRAD CPC, CPC 
dude dct a AMX Mouse « M4 dod. Fun Schoo! | 58 ie theca be cine 
| Adv Art Studie - Col Dune? hl Fun School | 8-12 gs | When ordering please stole computer 
ead parry Be Wa an Sere - en 6 PANASONIC EP 150 £14.95 
| Cotour Duenp J (Cal Urepel Pun thio a, ni sca il 
| Crawh Couns Typing 124128 AD | Pon Schoo tl Bs * STAR (C100 9 Pin Momo/Colsor 6169.94 
10.65, ROM Veqien 4 | Pun School IW 37 ciG fac. Colour /Mone Ribbon « Cobsurdenp 3) 
DES. Disk Version ee a sae ee STAR IC2d-100 24 Pin 0 Moe 
| Chanokagsy | 1 yi a yt : ) 
bAceteceie 128 (12h) 179 é a Al proce. i 
| Mevstectile IN) (1 Pek] 


Maxam Asseoriblar //Dlisoaanertoler ; : | ' , , 

AAlcreeibaage « OTP ber S128... cave eet ay . . DMF 20,3000 

 WAercociaenliges Bieta tet el LD =a Ps 95.1295 | eariieg 

| Microdesign Mage UK... ry. | + | well Hic Hd 

Et : 994 ) Microcdenige. Raa pia vitor’ j ir : nha | nae 

Aetatrad 61°28 icon Chi... oni 14.99 | Min! OFice Original Cons Only £2.99 | mary Mat ee ae an £116 ra ae ee 
MPIE/2 664/67 28 te Soot TV ha O13 RUE 9S [ICN 
Coble 61278 io FO nd Drive... 


Actuation 
Avon pon Ea Murda). 


ann Stor Kite t= 


a Day 


HIG in bo Rn 


Proteci....... CASS. £ia85 | | nie 7y C300 cal a 
Dink Deen 3.5" + Rendon 6128... RF9.95 Pesan CPM (6128) ! 5 | Seeman sate : | 
Di I ie RVDSD 1 23.95 | prcarce (Print Enborcer : SB cower Bary BL eda oe cag on [RIBBON REINK 
Dik Chee 2° Ex Coorree VO: EV299 | Soh Lee Tooe to Cesk Transfer... : g [gear veateis isa "E18 24 
Disea 9.5" DSDD 10, £4.99 |Topword 6128... 24.95 | Dragan World 610 (6128) | £73.95 Jovsticns 
Cis 3.4" CHD. to: fe — For Tanwecrd, | iGiknet Kitler Matha Achy 1d 4.94 | AMSTRAD J¥a 
Expannr Port Exterwor 6" a ; ' ‘ J Asters Sock Guts G1! ee pCHEETAN Bag 
onan r eager — rover MOPS IGET CACCETTE< | c i Ww) &EnAe CT EA GOA Monon 
Khoord Ba erat at ae | Me Acton Pack Aussie Ruies Cowenan. QUEESHOT Py | 
| Mouse Mat . aaa y ch | CMendo2? ClAmoda3  Couat Duclels Se Fymoe | Nieremelicn 
Printer Calle CAC | Me - | nd Fiveron Som = Freddy Hordes? Formula G. Pra G SPST Super Pro 
Primer Coble CRS FS: Mir 13 [Gar ‘ll G.Geocn Cricest Grid Iroe | Gen Boat oor Soc BUDGET CASSETTES £3.75 nACH 
1% , PE Fe | hres A Monae GF AightGusser Pega Br ete Chuckie foe Cotouret Chen 
E2. — shail 0 anaes | rs Popeye 3 Postman Pst Paostnen Pat : ord ' Conteeie! Cecut Diary Magiclerd 
i rete ! Bes Rugby Bou Run fow Geld occer B “se aie at “pareve, ly 
= aso 49 Se Force Harmer Thomos Fork pe ¢ Se Mats umgamasns 


| cate te oes 
Seaeeeenses 


. : a eT Lara 
eEsope They Trap Dy Dores Wire f= Xonogrors eiaetiatiamel ‘tumal nance 
THEA Atore lites Avoiobie. Please Give Alienotwes When Ordering - daghsbemact 

Ho ia To OFfDnn ACCU ViA TH GH FAR (O25 Pr) a2 IF 1S eM Pe Boo - TF. 20 tart 8,30 oa aan ™ R ee ily 
Ar Poaur= List (TMs FIGCWIEIG. MAKRD CHTOGUNS/S PO's PATABLT TO 0.) Soerwaee, ad “ths UT Cee 
Lino Fo O.1.S0rrwane. 2720 Moesy Lea Boat, Wan ninction, He WiaaAn, LANEL WHOG Fm iba . 7 = Pe —iteg Sde haas 
PORAGi: UNITIO RINGDOM, OfotAd Ovin C5,.00 post rent (OeDtRE UNDE £5.00 ano SOF), wae ane Forte Mowrige 
Batt itt peek ee ee ee £1.00 ras ttm bOPTWAeD (PATMOINT BANK DEAT; CHEDTT CAM o) . —— Reet Mauer 
PLFALE WEITE OF FPHOANTT= OF LATERT FRICE Liat (ANMLWtPHOND / Pax COUTLIGD HOEMAL HOUR) ‘Pew Gate! Tahoe 
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|  ShON TTT eRe Word Processing Hus 


FULL COLOUR T_V- ) ba ae 
Neyer Hee! PSV! 
| This MP-3 is an excellent unit which Ne yey Neen 2 ay¥t 
Hits underneath your monitor and VAVE E] mics and - 
dllows TV reception and also allows 
the use of other video games 
consoles! 
3 versions wailgble : 
Please check monitor model number. 
CTE - £5499 - Model MP-3 
CTMb4S - £49.99 - Mogel MP-3PSU 
CMIE - £59.99 - Model MP-3+ 
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CPC SYSTEM DISKS 
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PHUCATIONALS Oh ee SEGA MEGADRIVES 


its bd Ae BoE. Megadrive 1 nlus San ii Hedgehog 
SOFTWARE iD : Q | Megadrive 1 cthe Hedgehog 
a Sa t pahiLfs f resi re fl i 
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